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1220 N Street, Suite A-454, Sacramento, California 95814, (916) 654-0462 

CALIFORNIA WOMEN FOR AGRICULTURE 
TEAMS UP WITH DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

FOR CALIFORNIA AG DAY CELEBRATION 
Event scheduled for March 16 at State Capitol

WHAT: California Women for Agriculture (CWA) and the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture (CDFA) will present a celebration of California Agriculture Day, featuring 35 booths 
distributing samples of California commodities and information about the many challenges facing 
agriculture.  

WHEN: Tuesday, March 16 at 11:30 a.m. 

WHO: CDFA Secretary A.G. Kawamura 
            California Health and Human Services Secretary Kimberly Belshe 

CWA President Jeri Hansen 
Assembly Member Barbara Matthews, Chair, Committee on Agriculture  
Assembly Member Abel Maldonado, Vice-Chair, Committee on Agriculture 

WHERE: California State Capitol, west steps 

WHY: To demonstrate to all Californians the importance of providing food security, eating healthy 
foods, learning about agriculture, and shaping the future of agriculture.

.
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News Release
Find out more about California agriculture! www.cdfa.ca.gov

For Immediate Release 
March 12, 2004 
Release#CDFA04-011

Find out more about California agriculture! www.cdfa.ca.gov

C a l i f o r n i a   D e p a r t m e n t   o f   F o o d a n d   A g r i c u l t u r e 

Email:  cdfapublicaffairs@cdfa.ca.gov 



ltuuc ri er Cg eA lea bi rn ar tof ii ol naC

ltuuc ri er Cg eA lea bi rn ar tof ii ol naC

Food Security

California Grown

Nutrition & Education

An Ounce Of Prevention...

Every dollar we invest in early intervention

against exotic and invasive species prevents an

average of $17 in later expenses to eradicate

an infestation or combat a disease.

The California Dept. of Health Services continues

the success of the 5 A Day campaign with this

newest installment, encouraging us to eat fruits

and vegetables from a rainbow of color groups.

5 A Day: The Color Way!

This campaign encourages consumers to buy California-grown commodities.

As the California Grown campaign has shown, Californians are not just willing but eager to buy commodities

produced in the Golden State. Why?  Because “California Grown” means that a product is subject to the

highest standards anywhere.  Quality, variety, safety, abundance...  we grow it all right here.

California consumers demand the most sophisticated food security system in the world.

Protecting Our Food Supply

Ongoing loss of farm acreage, growing agricultural

imports, and increased ease of international travel 

and commerce all have contributed to heightened

vulnerability of our food supply systems.  Food safety

and security are more important now than ever.

Californians Are Exercising Their Purchasing Power!

Understanding agriculture’s role in nutrition and health is an excellent step toward increased consumption.

School Gardens

As the saying goes,“The best way to learn is

by doing.” The California Dept. of Education

leads a program to teach students how to

prepare, plant, tend and harvest their own

crops in a school garden.



California Agriculture:  By The Numbers

63,527 Shipments of prohibited agricultural commodities intercepted in California and
destroyed or returned by agricultural inspectors.

3,700,000 Acres of farmland lost in California between 1990 and 2000.

$1 Every dollar we invest in early intervention against exotic and invasive species prevents
$17 in later expenses to eradicate an infestation or combat a disease.

$15,575,000 Average annual savings for California taxpayers since the Medfly Exclusion
Program began in 1996.

$4,400,000 Amount spent to prevent Mediterranean fruit fly infestations since California
began its Medfly Exclusion Program in 1996.

$258,000,000 Amount spent to eradicate multiple Mediterranean fruit fly infestations
in California between 1980 and 1996.

$170,000,000

3,400,000

350

Number of birds destroyed after Exotic Newcastle Disease, the most fatal viral
disease known for birds, was detected in California in 2002.

Cost to eradicate Exotic Newcastle Disease from California’s bird population
in 2002-2003.

Number of agricultural commodities produced by California’s farmers and ranchers.

17,800,000

3242

5,000

365,000

Number of the House Resolution entitled “The Specialty Crop Competitiveness Act”
that would continue federal funding to support food security, nutrition and education.

Number of suspected agricultural pests found by inspectors at California’s border
stations each year.

Increase in the annual number of automobiles crossing into California at the
Mexican border, compared to 1995 figures.

Increase in the annual number of commercial trucks entering California at the
Mexican border, compared to 1995 figures.

4,100,000

40

Increase in California’s population since 1990.

Percent decrease in the CDFA budget in the past four years.

5 Minimum number of servings of fruits and vegetables recommended by the 5 A Day For
Better Health Nutrition Education Campaign directed by the Department of Health Services.



Eating Healthy Foods

Shaping The Future

Learning About Agriculture

California Ag Day ContactsCalifornia Ag Day Contacts

Providing Food Security

5 A Day / California Dept. of Health Services

Karen Finney, Director of Communications

916-449-5412

American Heart Association

Sandra Lema, Director of Communications

916-446-6505

Western Institute for Food Safety and Security

530-757-5700

Jerry Gillespie, Executive Director

California Dept. of Food & Agriculture

Dr. Richard Breitmeyer & Dr. Dennis Mayhew

916-654-0462

Future Farmers of America

Charles Parker, Assistant State FFA Advisor

916-319-0486

4-HYouth Development Program

Steven Worker

530-754-8519

Ag in the Classroom

Judy Culbertson, Executive Director

916-561-5625

California Dept. of Education / School Gardens

Deborah Tamannaie, Nutrition Education Consultant

916-323-2473
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003–04 REGULAR SESSION

Assembly Joint Resolution No. 69

Introduced by Assembly Members Matthews and Maldonado
(Principal coauthors: Senators Machado and Poochigian)

March 11, 2004

Assembly Joint Resolution No. 69—Relative to specialty crops.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AJR 69, as introduced, Matthews. Specialty Crops.
This measure would respectfully request that the Congress of the

United States of America support the passage of HR 3242, the Specialty
Crop Competitiveness Act of 2003.

Fiscal committee: no.

WHEREAS, Rapid conversion of California’s farm and ranch
lands for nonfarm use has contributed to the state’s increased
dependence upon imported food; and

WHEREAS, According to the National Agricultural Statistical
Service of the United States Department of Agriculture, 3.7
million acres of farm land (more than 10 percent of total farm land)
was lost between 1990 and 2003; and

WHEREAS, Increased dependence upon imported foods has
created increased vulnerability to exotic pests and diseases,
evidenced by 63,527 shipments of prohibited commodities
intercepted and destroyed or shipped back out-of-state in 2002;
and

WHEREAS, According to the California Department of Food
and Agriculture’s (hereafter CDFA) January 2004 report
Protecting California from Biological Pollution, interception of
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quarantined pests at point-of-entry is the state’s primary defense
against the introduction and spread of biological pollution; and

WHEREAS, Every dollar spent on early intervention against
exotic and invasive species, on average prevents seventeen dollars
($17) in later expenses, as seen by the following:

(a) CDFA Plant Health Pest Prevention Services spent two
hundred fifty-eight million dollars ($258,000,000) to eradicate
Mediterranean fruit fly infestations between 1980 and 1996. Just
four million four hundred thousand dollars ($4,400,000) has been
spent since the Medfly Exclusion Program was launched in 1996.

(b) CDFA Animal Health & Food Safety Services in 2002
reported that Exotic Newcastle Disease, the most fatal viral disease
known to birds, required more than 3.4 million birds to be
destroyed at a cost of more than three million six hundred thousand
dollars ($3,600,000) to California and one hundred sixty-six
million four hundred thousand dollars ($166,400,000) to the
federal government.

WHEREAS, Pest and disease prevention and exclusion is
critical to all states of this nation and to our populations, in order
to protect the health and welfare of the public and the jobs within
agriculture and its related industries; and

WHEREAS, The California Legislature recognizes the
importance of the partnership between federal and state
governments to protect California’s food and fiber from exotic
pests and diseases, and the importance of promoting the role local
agriculture has in supporting the daily living needs of all
Californians and United States citizens; and

WHEREAS, The Legislature recognizes the farm worker’s
importance to agriculture production and the dependence of rural
economies on agriculture; and

WHEREAS, The California Legislature recognizes the role the
United States Congress played in delivering the 64 million dollar
grant from the United States Department of Agriculture in 2001,
which was the basis for the Buy California Initiative promoting
California Grown products; and

WHEREAS, The California Legislature recognizes the value of
federal funds available to support important programming
including the Western Institute for Food Safety managed by the
University of California at Davis; the 5 A Day For Better Health
Nutrition Education Campaign managed by the state Department
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of Health Services; and the Linking Education, Activity and Food
(LEAF) Program managed by the state Department of Education;
and

WHEREAS, The California Legislature believes that there is a
need, but no state funding, to expand programs that integrate food
nutrition and schools, including, but not limited to, local fresh
fruits and vegetables in school lunch programs, and educating
school officials about on the seasons of state grown specialty
crops; and

WHEREAS, The United States Congress currently is
considering HR 3242, the Specialty Crop Competitiveness Act of
2003; and

WHEREAS, HR 3242 would continue the essential federal
funding that started in 2001 that helped to support California’s
increasingly challenged food and fiber production infrastructure
with the tools necessary to support food and fiber security,
nutrition, and education; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly and Senate of the State of California,
jointly, That the Legislature of the State of California respectfully
requests that the Congress of the United States of America support
the passage of HR 3242, the Specialty Crop Competitiveness Act
of 2003; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies
of this resolution to the President and Vice President of the United
States, to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, to the
Majority Leader of the Senate, and to each Senator and
Representative from California in the Congress of the United
States.
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